We cannot wait to see you back at school really soon. To keep us all
safe, some things will be a little different when we get back.

1. You must only come to school if
you are feeling well. If you are not
feeling well you must stay at home.

2. In the morning, you must
wait your turn and enter the
gate one by one. Instead of
lining up in the yard, you go
straight to your class via the
emergency exit door. Don’t
worry Ms Egan will be there
to show you!
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4. Washing your hands is so
3. Your parents and minders are not
important! Please wash them before
allowed to come into the school this year. you eat, if you sneeze /
cough and when you come
They must drop you to the gate and go
straight back to the car. Your teacher will in from the playground.
There will also be hand
be waiting in your class for you.
sanitizer for you to use
each time you come into a
classroom. Watch out for
this guy:
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5. You won’t be able to share with your friends this year so make
sure you have all your own pencils, rubbers, colours etc., with your
name on them.
6. To keep you safe, your class will be your bubble. You will sit
with some of your friends and you will stick together to keep
everyone safe. You can still talk to everyone, but you may not be
able to sit beside them Each class bubble will stick together,
even on the playground. We will have separate zones for each
class and you must stay in that zone. You can play with everyone
in your class bubble when outside. There will be no assemblies,
but Ms. Egan will make announcements over the intercom.
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7. We know how much you love your toys, but
we want to keep them safe, just as much as
you. Please leave all your toys, teddies,
trading cards etc. at home and only bring
things you need for school.

8. Your teachers are bursting with
excitement to have you back to school
for lots of fun and learning. We are going
to have a great year!!
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• Our main aim is to prevent the risk of infection coming into school and
we cannot do this without your help! We are keeping up to date with DES
& HSE guidelines, which has informed our school’s COVID Response
Plan. We will inform you should there be a change in protocol.
• YOU SHOULD NOT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES SEND YOUR CHILD TO
SCHOOL IF THEY HAVE A TEMPERATURE, A COUGH OF ANY KIND, LOSS
OF SMELL/TASTE OR HAVE ANY KIND OF SHORTNESS OF BRESTH. If you
are in any doubt whether to send you child to school or not, please err
on the side of caution.
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1. The school day will continue to start at 9am and finish at 1:40pm
(Infants) & 2:40pm (1st to 6th)
2. We will operate a Drop and Go service in the morning. Children will
independently enter & exit the school via the gate. You can drop
your child to the gate, but please observe social distancing. Please
do not congregate at the gate or in the car park as space is limited.
Entering the school will be strictly limited to 8:50am – 9am.
3. Throughout the school there will be hand sanitizers which the
children will be required to use and regularly wash their hands.
Each class will have their own toilets.
4. Classes will be confined to mixing with their own class group aka
bubble. This includes break time and no whole school assemblies
will take place. The yard will be zoned to accommodate this.
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5. Within each class, the children will be grouped into pods which will
be distanced from each other as much as classroom space allows.
Children in 3rd to 6th will be required to stay in their pods and keep
socially distant from other pods.
6. Children will be required to use their own resources where possible
i.e. pencils, scissors etc. Please make sure you have everything on
the booklist in their bag and labelled. Sharing of resources,
particularly from 3rd to 6th will not be allowed.
7. Staff will maintain a regular cleaning routine of all resources and
materials that will be used by different pods or classes. Where
necessary items of school equipment will be isolated for 72 hours
prior to being used again.
8. The school will be cleaned daily following government guidelines.
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9. If your child becomes ill in school with any of the symptoms of
COVID-19, they will be immediately cared for in an isolation room
where they will remain until they are collected. They must be
collected as soon as possible. Please ensure your contact details
are up to date and provide an emergency contact number also.
10. Nash’s bus will continue to operate according to government
guidelines.
11.The school’s focus for September will be wellbeing, to allow for a
period of readjustment.
12. Should an outbreak occur we will follow DES advice protocol.
13. Adults will observe social distancing with one another.
14.The school has had the necessary maintenance work carried out to
ensure we are COVID covered,
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1. Take your child’s temperature before coming to school and ensure
their hands are clean.
2. Do not enter the school grounds, unless prior permission has been
granted to you by Ms. Egan.
3. Communicate with your child’s teacher via email / Aladdin.
4. Make payments to school via the online payments system.
5. Do not allow your child to bring any personal items which are not
necessary for school, in to school i.e. toys, teddies etc.
6. Do not loiter around the school at drop off and collection time. It is
strictly Drop & Go.
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This is not the usual First Day of School. Unfortunately we were not in a
position to welcome you all into the school before the 26th August.
However I trust you have all seen the welcome videos prepared by
myself and Laurena. I will be at the gate at 10am 26.08.20 to welcome
my new little kiddies. Come to the gate, give them a hug and drop them
off. I will bring them into class in small groups (where they will be
supervised) and I’ll return for the next group. It is much easier if you
drop and go. Trust me when I say, even if there is tears, the children
will comfort quicker without your presence, Georgina and I are more
than willing to offer any comfort that is needed. I will be hand-sanitised
to hold their little hands. You can collect them each day at 12pm for
the first 2 weeks. I will confirm these dates via the Aladdin app when
we are all settled in. Any questions email principal@stgarvansns.ie 11

It is a daunting time for all, teachers / staff, kids and parents. We understand
this. If you have any concerns please email your teacher or myself at
principal@stgarvansns.ie. I will do my best to ease your worries. Please do not
feed into unofficial discourse on social media channels. Let the school be your
primary source of reliable information. Contact us directly should you have a
question. Each school in the country will be operating different procedures and
protocols that suits them individually. I am more than confident, the COVID-19
Risk Assessment and Response Plan is realistic, efficient and effective, and
most of all, is tailored to suit only St. Garvans’ NS.
All our staff are delighted to be returning to our 108 smiling kiddies! We will
take care of them as we would our own. Kids are adaptable. Our new
procedures will become automatic in a few days/weeks. Let’s start this year
positively together.
Ní neart go cur le chéile (There is no strength without unity)
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Ms. Egan, Principal.

www.stgarvansns.ie

secretary@stgarvansns.ie
053 9134294
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